[Changes in the ultrastructure of synapses and neurons of the ventral horns of the spinal cord in cats with tetany as a result of the removal of the parathyroid glands].
An electron microscopic investigation on ultrastructure of synapses and ventral horns of the lumbar thickening in the spinal cord of cats with parathyroprival tetany has been performed. When motor disorders are clearly seen on the 2d - 4th days after removal of the parathyroid glands, together with the changes demonstrating functional activity of the synapses, certain irreversible degenerative changes of the "dark" type are seen in the axodendritic and axosomatic synapses. A complex of structural-metabolic changes has been revealed in the motor neurons, they have both functional-compensatory and degenerative character. It is possible to suggest that the changes revealed at parathyroprival tetany result from a disturbed metabolism and increased afferent influences.